Monday, October 18, 2004
1 Thessalonians 4:1 – 18

We have seen Paul as the teacher of Christian living. Now he tells the Thessalonians, “…excel still more.” (NASB) We never reach the goal of living 100% as God’s Christ-centered representatives either to the world or to each other. There is always room for improvement—for further sanctification. The Holy Spirit never quits working on us; never says to us, “You are all that you can be as God’s child.” Paul repeats his urge to excellence in verse 10.  As a Christian it is good to set a goal, to “make it your ambition…” as Paul says, to live properly. 


In the last part of chapter 4 Paul turns to matters of eschatology (or the study of end times). Some of the Thessalonians had asked what would happen to those who died before Jesus returned. Would they miss the glorious arrival of Christ? Paul says that his information is according to the word of the Lord. All believers, both “sleeping” and alive will be lifted into the sky with the Lord Jesus on the last day. Jesus will not return secretly but with the shout of the angel and the “trumpet of God.”  We will not wonder if the Lord has returned; the event will fill the whole world. [image: image1.png]



